
NOTICE TO MEDIA 

Understanding and adapting to extreme events and long term variations: National and 
international experts in oceanography, meteorology and geophysics gather in Fredericton.  

The immediate impact of extreme events such as the flooding and drought in Alberta, decadal 
occurrence of “Storms of the Century” and abnormally high storm surges, and the longer term 
stress of changes in our environment challenge us at many levels. Understanding these issues, 
is the front-line defense for industry and all levels of government and provides them with the 
means to effectively strategize and plan for the future. For the first time in several years, 
national experts from industry, government and academia have been given the opportunity 
meet together to discuss these issues at this year’s Joint Canadian Meteorological and 
Oceanographic Society (CMOS) and Canadian Geophysical Union (CGU) Congress which is taking 
place in Fredericton, NB next week. 

This year is the 50th anniversary CMOS Congress and a historical review of its role and activities 
over the years will be featured. This year’s theme is “Monitoring of and Adapting to Extreme 
Events and Long-Term Variations”. Members of the CGU and CMOS will gather in Fredericton 
from May 29 to June 2 at the Fredericton Convention Centre. Opening addresses by the 
presidents of the two organizations, Martha Anderson (CMOS) and Claire Samson (CGU), the 
New Brunswick Minister of the Environment, Brian Kenny, and the Mayor of Fredericton, 
Michael O’Brien, will take place at 8:00 am on Monday, May 30. 

In line, with this year’s theme, a free public lecture will be given by George Porter on Tuesday, 
evening at 7:00 pm at the Fredericton Convention Centre on “The Future of the Mactaquac 
Generating Station” (see the Public Lecture tab at http://congress.cmos.ca/ for more 
information). Plenary lectures will range from strategic topics such as the evolution of the 
meteorological enterprise, science requirements for a sustainable future Earth, and the Earth’s 
energy imbalance, to more specific scientific themes such as Arctic Ocean acidification, imaging 
the crust and mantle of North America, seabed adjustment, greenhouse gas production in the 
Arctic winter, and underwater sensing. Included amongst the plenary speakers are Michel Jean, 
Director General, Canadian Centre for Meteorological and Environmental Prediction of 
Environment Canada and Dr. Gordon McBean, current President of the International Council for 
Science (ICSU). 

The Congress program includes over 470 abstracts and 72 sessions and allows for significant 
interaction, networking and collaboration between government, industry and academia. 
Educator’s Day on May 30, provides educators with the chance to become familiar with recent 
scientific advances. Early career scientists will interact with established representatives in 
industry, government and academia during lunch on June 1. A local flavour to the congress will 



be provided through a Maritime kitchen party during the congress banquet put on by the 
Calithumpians Theatre Company. 

Media contacts for the Congress are Claude Côté at (506) 440- 0427,  or Marcelo Santos at 
(506) 999-4034.  

For further information on the 2016 CMOS/CGU Joint Congress please visit the Congress Web 
site at http://congress.cmos.ca/ or  

Information on Canadian Meteorological and Oceanographic Society can be found 
at http://www.cmos.ca/ and for the Canadian Geophysical Union at http://www.cgu-ugc.ca/ . 
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